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OUR  
BEST

B E S T

WE IDENTIFY 60 OF
THE BEST 9-HOLERS
AROUND SOUTH AFRICA,
AND REGRET THERE
AREN’T MORE OF THEM
IN OUR MAJOR CITIES.
B Y  S T U A R T  M c L E A N

Vulintaba Country Estate in 
the Northern Drakensberg has 

one of the most spectacular 
9-hole courses in South Africa.
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B O S C H  H O E K
Boschhoek.co.za; 033 234 4232

On N3 at Balgowan turnoff, 
between Howick and  
Mooi River, KZN Midlands; 
Green fee R140 (9 holes)  
and R220 (18); Par 70
Read story on Bosch Hoek  
on Page 98

We think of golf as an 
18-hole game, but South 
Africa is unique today in the 
golfing world in having more 
9-hole golf courses than we 
have 18-holers. This country 
has long held a heritage of 
9-hole layouts, often basic 
and sometimes without 
a blade of grass, in every 
small town or rural ‘dorp,’ 
scattered around remote 
corners of our nation: from 
Gansbaai on the southern-
most tip of Africa, to Musina 
on our northern border, from 
Kleinsee on the west coast, 
to Komatipoort on the  
border with Mozambique.

However, the state of our 
9-hole courses is generally 
a mystery to the majority of 
city golfers. It’s not in our 
golfing psyche to think of 
golf as a 9-hole game – we 
are always expected to play 
18 – perhaps because these 
shorter courses are rarely 
found in bigger centres. On 
our long-haul drives from A 
to B we are seldom enticed 
to play those empty looking 
playgrounds we pass out in 
the “sticks,” however close 
they might be to a national 
road. But while they might 
not look busy to us, 9-hole 
golf clubs often serve an 
important task in uniting 
smaller communities. Their 
rudimentary clubhouses can 
be festive places, especially 
when the Sanlam Cancer 
Challenge comes to town. 

Seven years on from our 

last look at 9-hole courses  
in South Africa (August  
2006 issue) we have decided 
to revisit them. 

Firstly, we have identified 
the 10 best 9-holers, courses 
of outstanding quality and 
beauty, and then added 
another 50 courses (+1) which 
we believe might be worth 
your while stopping to play 
when you next find yourself 
driving from A to B. Rather 
than rank them from one to 

50, which would be an almost 
impossible task given their 
diverse qualities, we have 
put them into seven distinct 
groups. All the courses we 
have picked have a unique-
ness about them which makes 
them stand out from the herd, 
whether it’s taking tentative 
steps down the bush-lined 
fairways at Skukuza, inside  
the Kruger National Park, 
among a display of wild  
flowers at Springbok,  

playing alongside the Atlantic 
Ocean at Kleinsee, or high 
above the Tsitsikamma  
coastline at Fynbos.

Above all, our knowledge 
of 9-hole courses is nowhere 
near complete. We’d like to 
hear your views about the 
9-holers you’re familiar with. 
Have we overlooked a special 
gem that we ought to be 
informed about? Email and 
let us know the 9-holers that 
you particularly care for. 

10 OF 
THE BEST 
( I N  A L P H A B E T I C A L  O R D E R )

 
C A T H E D R A L  P E A K  H O T E L
Cathedralpeak.co.za; 036 488 1888

Cathedral Peak Hotel,  
KZN Drakensberg, 45km 
from Winterton; Green fee 
R195 (9 or 18); Par 70
Read story on Cathedral  
Peak on Page 96

 

C U L L I N A N
012 734 1078

Main Road, Cullinan, 30  
minutes drive east of 
Pretoria, Gauteng North; 
Green fee R155 (9) and R255 
(18) on weekends; R60 for 18 
on Mondays; Par 72
Attractive and challeng-
ing parkland course, with 
beautiful indigenous trees, 
that has had several private 
owners since being sold by 
the Premier Diamond Mine 
in the late 1990s. The old 
Premier GC was a private 
club, founded in 1905. The 
course was modernised in 
1969 by Bob Grimsdell and 
Brian Wilkes. The fourth tee 
is on a bushveld kopje which 
provides an excellent view  
of the course.

 
G O W R I E  F A R M 
Gowrie.co.za; 033 266 6348

Nottingham Road, KZN 
Midlands; Green fee R150  
(9) and R250 (18); Par 71
You can stay at the golf  
club itself, in rooms on  
the upper floor of the  
clubhouse. Read story on 
Gowrie Farm on Page 99

 
G R A A F F - R E I N E T
049 893 0286

On N9 from Aberdeen, 
Eastern Cape; Green fee R90 
(9) and R130 (18); Par 72
Graaff-Reinet has one of 
the few grass courses in the 
Karoo. Opened in 1994, with 
fairways framed by indig-
enous trees, it is both an 
attractive and challenging 

An aerial view of 
Metropolitan golf 

course alongside the 
Cape Town Stadium.
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layout (6 000 metres), five 
kilometres outside town, on 
the Sundays River, with views 
of the surrounding moun-
tains. The club itself was 
founded in 1897, and its two 
previous courses both had 
sand and oil greens. A regular 
water supply enabled the 
club to grow kikuyu on the 
fairways, and plant Bayview 
on the greens. One of South 
Africa’s most famous historic 
golfers, Douglas Proudfoot 
(1860-1930), lived in Graaff-
Reinet, and the golf club 
hosts a 3-day Proudfoot 
festival in March.

 
K A M B A K U
Komatigolf.co.za; 083 258 4915

Komatipoort, Mpumalanga. 
Green fee R180 (9) and  
R220 (18); Par 72
Scenic and modern bushveld 
course, by DDV Design, and 
built by the members, bor-
dering the confluence of the 
Crocodile and Komati Rivers 
at this border town with 
Mozambique. Lots of hippo 
and crocodiles to be seen in 
the rivers. The course, which 
opened in 2000, has cyn-
odon grass from tee to green. 
It has excellent clubhouse 

Cape Town close to the 
Waterfront, overlooked by 
Signal Hill. The views of 
Table Mountain from the 
newly designed course were 
blocked by the building 
of the World Cup soccer 
stadium. It occupies a big 
chunk of the original course, 
which closed in 2007.

 
M O O I N O O I
014 574 4111 

In the Magaliesberg,  
off the N4 between 
Hartbeespoort Dam and 
Rustenburg, North West 
Province. Green fee  
R100 (9) and R180 (18); 
Par 72
This is the only 9-hole 
course which hosts a regular 
Sunshine Tour event, the 
Platinum Classic (to be 
played in September), and 
the pros rave about its 
challenges and magnificent 
conditioning (bent grass 

greens). A good place to 
stop for 9 holes if you’re 
driving through to Sun 
City. The club has a woman 
professional and golf direc-
tor Nadine Johnston. Full 
membership is a steal at  
R1 100 a year. It used to  
be a mine course, but is  
now run by the members.

 
V U L I N T A B A
Vulintaba.co.za; 087 310 4566

Vulintaba Country Estate 
is 20 kilometres from 
Newcastle in Northern 
KZN; Green fee R100 (9)  
or R160 (18). Par 72
Opened in 2009 as 
Dunblane estate, with the 
original layout by Peter 
Matkovich. Substantially 
changed last year by DDV 
Design for the new owners. 
This is a proper golfing chal-
lenge, with superb holes in 
a magnificent Drakensberg 
amphitheatre.

facilities. An extra new hole 
has been built, making 10 
separate holes in all. It’s a 
short par-3 18th in front of 
the clubhouse.

 
K R A N S P O O R T
Kranspoort.co.za; 082 715 6029

On N11 between Middelburg 
and Groblersdal, near 
Loskop Dam, Mpumalanga; 
Closed Mondays; Green fee 
varies from R60 (9) to  
R100 (18). Par 70
Remote bushveld layout, on 
a river, designed by Peter 
Matkovich’s associate Louis 

van der Walt, and opened  
in 2009. Has an estate/ 
resort element.

 
M E T R O P O L I T A N
Metropolitangolfclub.co.za; 

021 430 6011

Mouille Point, Cape Town; 
Green fee R200 (9),  
R350 (18), Monday special 
R190 (18); Par 70
A modern course groomed 
and designed to the high-
est standards of the best 
18-holers, this historic club, 
founded in 1895, occu-
pies a unique position in 

Mooinooi in the North West 
hosts the Platinum Classic 

on the Sunshine Tour.

Kambaku is 
in the eastern 

Mpumalanga 
bushveld close 

to the Kruger 
National Park.
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he Cathedral Peak 
Hotel celebrates its  
75th anniversary later 
this year, but the 
management of this 

wonderfully remote hostelry in the 
heart of the Drakensberg has somehow 
neglected to tell the golfers of South 
Africa that it has one of the most charm-
ing and challenging of 9-hole courses.

Admittedly the golf course was only 
opened for play in 1996, and it took sev-
eral years for it to mature, yet Cathedral 
Peak is a course you could safely place 

CATHEDRAL PEAK 
IS SCENIC HIDDEN GEM

at the head of any list of local “Hidden 
Gems.” I spent a Saturday afternoon 
playing there in May where I was the 
only golfer the course had seen that 
day. A few other casual hackers were to 
be seen on the Sunday. The clubhouse 
remained shut throughout the weekend.

The valleys in which the golf course 
and hotel are situated are among the 
most beautiful in the Berg. You get as 
close to the big mountains as anywhere 
else without quite touching them. Their 
sheer dark walls tower over the terrain. 
And with snow on the peaks in early 

winter, the panoramic scene from  
every hole on the golf course is spec-
tacular on a sunny day at this time of 
year. And there are many. You have to 
award it 10 out of 10 for aesthetics.

Cathedral Peak itself is in the distance, 
3 004 metres high. It was first climbed in 
1917. Next to it is a giant column which 
looks like and is called The Bell. For the 
average guest admiring them from the 
hotel they look impossible to scale, but 
I was told that it’s just a day trip to the 
summit of Cathedral Peak and back, 
albeit a very strenuous one. You don’t 

have to be a mountaineer to reach the 
top, although you must have a good head 
for heights. There is a chain ladder to 
ascend and descend. No climber from 
the hotel has ever died on Cathedral 
Peak itself, but many have perished  
on nearby peaks and paths.

The story of the Cathedral Peak Hotel 
and this idyllic place is a fascinating 
one, and it’s on sale at reception, a thin 
publication by Brian Agar which I don’t 
think does the history of the area any 
justice. I read it in front of the fireplace 
while having a drink before dinner, one 
of those old-fashioned buffets of hot 
and cold food which must have taken an 
army of chefs to prepare. Four delicious 
courses later I emerged, needing a walk 
to ease my full stomach. I was glad I did. 
Venturing away from the rooms, I leaned 
my head back and was rewarded with 
the sight of a glorious night sky: Stars by 
the thousands lighting up the heavens. I 
stared at this incredible display for ages. 
It’s only in empty spaces like these that 
you realise what we miss in the cities.

The hotel was opened just before 
Christmas in 1938, the inspiration of a 
farmer’s son named Albert van der Riet. 
Uniquely, it has remained in the family 
ever since, and it retains that homely 
friendly feel to it. Albert’s son William 
became manager in the 1970s, and trans-
formed it into the modern hotel guests 
experience today. Cathedral Peak Hotel 
is 45 kilometres from the nearest town 

of Winterton, so you can imagine what a 
challenge it was to build in those distant 
days, when there wasn’t even a road into 
the Berg. It quickly became a popular 
resort for South Africans, who visited 
for long holidays to enjoy the walks, 
climbing, horse riding, a variety of sport-
ing activities, and the food! Christmas 
is when it is at its most festive. People 
still come for a full week (the hotel has 
special packages), because it is a glorious 
escape where you can unwind from the 
cares of the outside world.

Bowls was the sport that Albert van 
der Riet encouraged his guests to play. 
He built a couple of greens after World 
War Two, and the annual August tourna-
ment was one of the highlights of the 
national calendar, attracting teams from 
around the country. Golf only came into 
the equation after Albert’s death in 1987. 
A nephew, Hugh van der Riet, was a keen 
golfer, and he motivated the building of 
a course on a site below the hotel, which 
sits on a ridge, on the opposite bank of 
the Umhlambonja River. It took over 
two years to build, which provides some 
idea of the difficulties encountered. The 
course designers were brothers Roly and 
Reg Taylor, one of South Africa’s legend-
ary amateurs, who was quite active in 
this field prior to his death in 1998.

I hadn’t known about their involve-
ment prior to playing the course for the 
first time, but I soon deduced that this par 
35 layout didn’t happen by accident. Clues 

were everywhere. Someone with golfing 
ability and imagination had weaved their 
magic on a site which traverses three 
different levels on a hillside. The Taylors 
used the land as naturally as possible. For 
a 9-hole course the design variety and 
risk-and-reward quotient is more diverse 
than you would expect. You can quickly 
lose golf balls here if you’re careless. The 
greens have subtle slopes, and Bayview 
grass gives them a slick pace.

But what makes Cathedral Peak such 
a fun experience are the elevation levels. 
The opening par 5 is flat and uninterest-
ing, but after that you scramble up and 
down ridges of bushveld and really get 
into the course’s myriad challenges. 
There are several wonderful high tees, 
thrilling shots to play from them with 
a driver, 3-wood or hybrid, and it is 
healthy exercise. (Carts are available for 
those who don’t welcome the exer-
tion.) I enjoyed the par-3 seventh, firing 
a 7-iron from the highest point of the 
course to a green far below, but the 
short par-4 eighth is perhaps the best of 
all. Again you play from an elevated tee 
(immediately above the clubhouse), to 
a narrow fairway flanked by a hillside 
and stream on the left. The green only 
comes into view when you reach your 
ball, tucked away into the hillside and 
guarded by a water hazard. 

On a golden winter’s day, with all that 
beauty surrounding you, golf is really an 
exhilarating game to play.

B E S T

Terrific scenery is 
a feature of the 
Cathedral Peak 
Hotel course in 

the Drakensberg.
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BOSCH HOEK
 SET FOR

 UPGRADE BY
 GOLF DATA

osch Hoek Golf Club  
in the KZN Midlands  
has been celebrating its 
50th anniversary this  

year. For many years a private club,  
the playground of late industrial-
ist Punch Barlow, it has long been 
recognised as South Africa’s premier 
9-hole golf course. However, that title 
was usurped from it by a neighbour 

a few years back when Gowrie Farm 
was established by Guy Smith a short 
distance away at Nottingham Road. 
Gowrie Farm has since become the first 
and only non-18-hole course to be rated 
good enough to take its place among 
South Africa’s Top 100 Courses.

Both Bosch Hoek and Gowrie Farm 
owe their lofty status in the 9-hole 
golfing world of South Africa to the 
fact that they were established by men 
who could be described as “benevolent 
dictators” presiding over their own 
creations. They ruled their golf clubs 
with a singular purpose, without the 
confines of committees, and have made 
them great because of that firmness 
of principle. It brings to mind a Henry 
Longhurst story about the legendary  
J F Abercromby, creator of Addington 
Golf Club near London. When a new 
member strode into the clubhouse after 
a round one day, he asked the barman 
for the suggestion book. Abercromby 

was right there. “I’m the suggestion 
book,” he said, prodding the newcomer 
with a bony finger.

Bosch Hoek now has a new owner 
in Ivan Clark, surprisingly a non-golfer 
himself, but a man with a passion for 
this beautiful property, which encom-
passes a magnificent private home, a 
9-hole course, a lake for fishing, and 
without a doubt the most spacious  
golf estate component in the country. 
There are less than 50 homes, each a 
roomy distance away from the other, 
whose market value keeps soaring  
every year. Clark bought it from Peter 
Gallo, who married Barlow’s daughter 
and the man who opened Bosch Hoek 
up to the public in the early ’90s.  
Clark’s son Andrew now lives in the 
main house with his family and runs a 
sophisticated equine hospital next door. 

Clark sees no reason why Bosch Hoek 
should play second fiddle to Gowrie 
Farm, and on July 22 the course will 

Bosch Hoek has a 
magnificent parkland 

setting in the KZN 
Midlands. This is the 

par-3 fifth hole.

GOWRIE NAMED ONE OF 
WORLD’S BEST “SHORT COURSES”

owrie 
Farm, a 
course 
opened 

in 2007 at Nottingham 
Road in the KZN 
Midlands, and today 
comprising part of a golf 
estate, has been named 
one of the best “short 
courses” in the world, 
barring the United 
States, by Golf Digest 
magazine.

Gowrie, designed and 
developed by Maritzburg 
attorney Guy Smith, who 
previously conceived 
Prince’s Grant on the 
North Coast, is at the 
very high end of 9-hole 
courses in terms  
of its design, construc-
tion and conditioning. 

Clever use of alternate 
tees, at times spaced 
long distances apart, and 
three additional greens 
has effectively given it 
the look of an 18-hole 
course within the space 

of 9 holes. An excel-
lent example of Smith’s 
imaginative work is the 
seventh hole. It has one 
green. It plays both as a 
par 3 and a short par 4 
from a tee much further 
back. The final hole plays 
as both a par 4 the first 
time around, and a par 5  
the second time, utilising 
two different greens. 

Another 9-holer which 
used similarly unusual 
design tactics was the 
old Metropolitan layout, 
at Mouille Point in Cape 
Town. That had 15 dif-
ferent greens. The new 
Met, utilising adjacent 
sports fields in compen-
sation for that part of 
the old course it lost to 
the World Cup soccer 
stadium, has copied this 
splendidly with 13 greens. 
Designer Mark Muller 
created especially large 
greens to accommodate 
two flags on those holes 
which shared a green, 

increasing the enjoyabil-
ity, variety and challenge 
of the layout. The final 
hole at the Met is a par 
3, with two adjoining 
greens which call for  
two totally different  
tee shots.

T O P  N I N E  S H O R T 
C O U R S E S  O U T S I D E 
T H E  U N I T E D 
S T A T E S
1. �Royal Worlington & 

Newmarket GC, Bury St 
Edmunds, England

2. �Musselburgh Links, 
Musselburgh, Scotland

3. �Golf de Morfontaine 
(Valliére), 
Mortefontaine, France

4. �Gowrie Farm, 
Nottingham Road, 
South Africa

5. �Cruit Island GC,  
Donegal, Ireland

6. �The Track, Meydan 
Golf, Dubai, UAE

7. �King Island Golf 
& Bowling Club, 
Tasmania, Australia

8. �Helsingborgs GC,  
Viken, Sweden

9. �Niagara On The Lake 
GC, Ontario, Canada

be closed for more than four months, 
reopening in December. For the first 
time since the 9-holer was designed by 
the incomparable Bob Grimsdell in the 
1960s, it is going to be given a major 
upgrade by Golf Data, who have a rather 
estimable record at transforming old 
courses. The greens will be the focus 
of attention, and bent grass will be 
planted. Bosch Hoek has several classic 
holes, none of which are straight or 
straightforward to play, yet the greens 
have always been adequate, rather  
than a prominent feature of the layout. 
Golf Data designer Sean Quinn can  
be assured of turning them into some-
thing special, as he did at Humewood 
for instance.

Bosch Hoek is very different from 
Gowrie Farm in character. Here you  
get a fine example of pristine English 
parkland, in contrast to Scottish moor-
land, even down to the great big home 
with its broad lawn bordering the sec-
ond hole, a par 4 which is shorter than 
some modern par 3s. The course does 
give the appearance of being one big 
garden. And Bosch Hoek is also a pure 
9-holer, as opposed to Gowrie Farm, 
which has extra greens and clever devia-
tions in routing to make it that more 
interesting the second time around. 
There has been talk for years of Bosch 
Hoek becoming an 18-holer – there is 
extra land which could be used – but 
part of its charm is its compactness. 
The holes are close together, and there 
are short walks between green and tee.

The clubhouse is scaled similarly, an 
unpretentious building casually parked 
next to the first tee, although the inte-
rior has been luxuriously refurbished  
in recent times. There are few golf 
courses in the world where you can  
take just half-a-dozen strides from the 
bar counter to pegging up your ball. I 
know of a good few golfers who would 
love to be members for that reason.

Bosch Hoek is today a very social  
and strong club, attracting members 
from Maritzburg and Howick, whose 
own 9-hole course is so busy that tee 
times are difficult to obtain.

Gowrie Farm in the KZN 
Midlands has a rugged 
moorland feel to it.
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50 9-HOLERS 
WITH SPECIAL MERIT + 1
1 0  I N  M P U M A L A N G A
This province is blessed with 
a great variety of interesting 
9-holers, either in the coal-min-
ing area of the Highveld, not 
far from Gauteng, the northern 
bushveld, or the warm and 
humid Lowveld, which are 
wonderful courses to play in  
the winter months. 

BADPLAAS  (Lowveld),  
between Carolina and Barberton
CHROME  (Highveld), Steelpoort
GREENSIDE  (Highveld), Witbank
GROBLERSDAL  (Highveld),  
on N11 north of Middelburg
KRIEL  (Highveld),  
between Witbank and Secunda
KRUGER PARK LODGE  
(Lowveld), Hazyview
LYDENBURG  (Highveld)
MALELANE  (Lowveld)
PILGRIMS REST (Lowveld)
SKUKUZA  (Lowveld),  
Kruger National Park

 

1 0  C L O S E  T O  T H E  N 2 
The N2 goes from Cape Town 
all the way along the coast 
to the Swaziland border at 
Pongola, and there are dozens 
of golf courses en route, many 
of them visible from the road. 
We’ve selected on our list the 
unusual Sedge Links (the rea-
son for the +1 (above), which is 
more of a par 3 course than a 
proper 9-holer, but makes for 
a perfect golf and padkos stop. 
Kei Mouth, incidentally, has 
13 holes, so after playing 9 you 
have some new holes to play  
on the back nine. 

FYNBOS  (E Cape), Eerste Rivier
HANKEY  (E Cape), Baviaanskloof
KEI MOUTH  (E Cape),  
east of East London
KLEINMOND  (W Cape),  
near Arabella
RIVERSDALE  (W Cape)
RIVIERSONDEREND  (W Cape)
SEDGE LINKS  (W Cape), Sedgefield
STILBAAI  (W Cape)
SWELLENDAM  (W Cape)
ZWARTENBOSCH  (E Cape), 
Humansdorp

 
6  I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  K Z N
Another province that has  
an abundance of 9-holers.  
KZN has 85 courses in all,  
and 50 of them are 9-holers, 
most of them in the interior or 
on the North Coast. 

DARNALL, North Coast
GREYTOWN, Midlands
MAIDSTONE, North Coast
MTUNZINI, North Coast
UMFOLOZI, North Coast
UNDERBERG, Southern Berg

 

8  I N  C I T I E S  O R  
G O L F  E S T A T E S
Most of our bigger centres  
do have one 9-hole course 
tucked away somewhere.  
Port Elizabeth actually has  
two, and many years ago  
had several of them.

AVION PARK, Kempton Park
BANKENVELD, Witbank
CAMELOT, Hillcrest, Durban
DURBAN DEEP, Roodepoort
GONUBIE, East London
HILLSIDE, Pretoria North
SANDY LANE, Hartbeespoort Dam
WALMER GC, Port Elizabeth

 
6  I N  T H E  W E S T E R N  C A P E
The province is flush with 
outstanding 9-holers, several 
of which were in contention for 
places in the top 10. Ceres is 
one of the best, and there were 
plans to increase it to 18 holes.

BREDASDORP, Cape Agulhas
CERES, near Worcester
MALMESBURY, Swartland
THEEWATERSKLOOF,  
near Villiersdorp
VREDENBURG, West Coast
WELLINGTON, Winelands

 

7  O F F  T H E  
B E A T E N  T R A C K
If you’re not a local, and  
you’ve played these courses, 
then you’re obviously a  
9-hole golfing nut. 

AMANDELBULT, near Thabazimbi
CRADOCK, Eastern Cape
DOUGLAS, Northern Cape
KLEINSEE, West Coast
KOFFIEFONTEIN, Northern Cape
SPRINGBOK, Namaqualand
STUTTERHEIM, Eastern Cape
WHITES, Free State

 
4  B U S H V E L D  C O U R S E S
We have many remote spots 
where golf is played in South 
Africa, but perhaps none more 
so than at Popallin Ranch, a 
superb DDV Design course 
on a private farm close to the 
Limpopo River, near the Pafuri 
Gate to the Kruger National 
Park. It has been fenced in to 
make it safe for golfers from 
the Big 5 on the property. The 
Legend Tribute course is 10 
par 3s which are copies of great 
holes from around the globe, 
including Augusta National.

LEGEND TRIBUTE,  
Legend Resort, Limpopo
POPALLIN RANCH,  
North-East Limpopo
SOUTPANSBERG,  
Louis Trichardt, Limpopo
THABAZIMBI, Limpopo

CITY 
GOLFERS 

WOULD
 WELCOME
 9-HOLERS

oger 
Manning, 
owner of 
the popular 

Hillside 9-holer in Pretoria 
North, believes that more 
basic 9-hole courses such as 
his are essential in metropol-
itan areas to grow the game 

in South Africa.
“We do well because 

beginners love coming 
to play our course,” says 
Manning, who was previ-
ously at the old Huddle Park 
with its municipal courses. 
“Most of them only play 9 
holes, and they’re in and  
out within a couple of hours. 
But the Gauteng metropole 
has very few 9-holers to 
cater for these new golfers. 
Sandonia is another 9-holer 
near us, but otherwise  
you’ve only got Durban  
Deep in Roodepoort and 
Avion Park near the airport. 
I’m glad to see Huddle Park 
have opened a mashie course 
as part of the upgrading of 
this facility.”

Manning says that Hillside, 

which was built on a rubbish 
disposal site, has largely  
been immune to any drop  
in rounds that is being  
experienced in Gauteng.  
The club has about 2 000 
members, who pay R750 a 
year as subs, but he admits 
that the membership keeps 
changing. “We are really a 
feeder club for the bigger 
18-hole courses. Many of  
our members migrate when 
they lower their handicaps.”

Manning encourages  
golfers to play 9 holes,  
rather than 18. “We don’t 
have an 18-hole fee, and  
just charge them for nine. 
If they want to play another 
nine, and the course is clear, 
they can play for nothing. 
The problem with bigger 

clubs is that they don’t 
encourage 9-hole rounds.  
All their fees are geared 
towards a golfer playing 18. 
But more golfers today only 
have time for nine.”

Hillside was the first  
golf club to offer free  
rounds, on a Monday, and 
Manning says that the club 
boosted its turnover as a 
result. “The golfers spent 
their money with us in other 
ways, buying more balls and 
equipment, for instance.”

Even now, Hillside is  
the cheapest course to  
play. The green fee for 9 
holes on a Monday is  
R15, and the price goes  
up by R10 each day during 
the week, building up to  
R55 on a Friday. 

Pilgrim’s Rest.

Graaff-Reinet.

Fynbos.


